Walworth County– Aquatic
Invasive Species Updates
Starry Stonewort Spotted
In early 2018, Starry Stonewort, an
aquatic invasive species, was first
spotted in Geneva Lake. Aquatic invasive species are spread from lake
to lake via boaters that do not take
the time to clean off plants or other
aquatic animals that may be attached to their boats. Starry Stonewort forms dense mats on the surface of the water which impedes
boating and other recreational activities on the water. It also outcompetes native plants and depletes the
water of oxygen, reducing the overall
biodiversity of the lake. Chemical
treatments were applied in 2019,
which slightly reduced the presence
of Starry Stonewort, but failed to
completely eradicate it, as planned.
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The only known Starry Stonewort population in Walworth
County is found in Geneva Lake.

How to Identify Starry Stonewort:
Starry Stonewort has whorls of branchlets around the stem in
groups of 4-6. The leaves are typically pretty thin with a bright
green hue. The presence of star-shaped bulbils along clear strands
of sediment are a dead give away that you have encountered Starry Stonewort. Additionally, Starry Stonewort is fairly large compared to most native plants in the area. There are small, orange
spheres that are produced along branchlets of Starry Stonewort,
which act as the male reproductive system. Only male Starry
Stonewort is observed in North America. Finally, if you pull Starry Stonewort out of the water the branchlets will remain stiff,,
whereas other plants may become droopy when removed. If you
think you have spotted Starry Stonewort, please contact Emma
Yurkovich, at 262-741-7916.
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Walworth County– Aquatic Invasive Species Updates

Lake of the Month: Whitewater Lake
Name: Whitewater Lake
Maximum Depth: 38 ft.
Fish Present: Panfish, Largemouth Bass,
Northern, Pike and Walleye
AIS Present: Curly Leaf Pondweed, Eurasian
Water Milfoil, Zebra Mussels,
Hybrid Eurasian Water Milfoil,
Northern Water Milfoil, and
Yellow Iris
Type of Lake: Drainage
Bottom: 10% sand, 10% gravel, 5% rock, 75%
muck

Kicking off Clean Boats Clean Waters
With the weather warming and the sun
shining, boaters have taken to the water. To reduce the spread of Aquatic
Invasive Species, Walworth County has
granted four different lake organizations money to fund the Clean Boats
Clean Waters effort this year. These
lakes include Delavan Lake, Geneva
Lake, Lauderdale Lakes, and Potters
Lake. It is important to note that many
Aquatic Invasive Species are spread by

human activity. Although it is often
unintentional, a little bit of additional
caution can help greatly reduce the
spread. Inspectors will be at boat
launches, reminding boaters of basic
practices to remove any aquatic plants
or animals that may be attached to
their boats before leaving.
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CD3 Machine
Making its way around Geneva Lake, the
CD3 machine is helping to prevent the
spread of AIS. It features a pressurized air
hose, a vacuum, and numerous other tools
to help drain water, and remove any aquatic plants or animals that may be attached
to boats. The CD3 machine is solar powered
and even features lights so late night boaters can still clean their boats.
Remember:



Inspect



Remove



Drain

Honey Lake
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Help Wanted:
Volunteers wanted for our Citizen
Lake Monitoring Network for Walworth County lakes. Duties include:
 collecting water clarity data
 ice on ice off data
 Lake level data
 lake temperature
 collecting samples

If interested, please contact Emma Yurkovich,
at Eyurkovich@co.walworth.wi.us or call
262-741-7916.

Rice Lake

Helpful Links:
Understanding Lake Data:
Understanding Lake Data (1).pdf
List of Aquatic Invasive Species in Walworth County Lakes:
https://dnr.wi.gov/lakes/invasives/AISByWaterbody.aspx?location=65

Lake Wandawega

