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ADM
AEA
AIS
BMP
CAC
CO Planner
CREP
CRP
CSA
CSE
CUP
CZA
DATCP
DNR
EPA
EQIP
FLEP
FPP
FSA
GIS
I&E
IS
LAKE SPEC.
LWCB
LCC
LCD
LURM
LWCB
LWRMP
MOU
NCD
NOD
NPS
NR-115
NR-135
NR-151
NMP
NRCS
PACE
PDPW
PDR
POWTS
RUSLE2
RZ
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Administration Staff
Agricultural Enterprise Areas
Aquatic Invasive Species
Best Management Practice
Citizen Advisory Committee
County Planner
Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program
Conservation Reserve Program
Cost Share Agreement
Construction Site Erosion
Conditional Use Permit
County Zoning Agency
Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection
Department of Natural Resources
Environmental Protection Agency
Environmental Quality Incentives Programs
Forest Landowner Enhancement Program
Farmland Preservation Program
Farm Service Agency
Geographic Information System
Information and Education
Information Services
Lake Specialist
Land and Water Conservation Board
Land Conservation Committee
Land Conservation Division
Land Use and Resource Management Department
Land and Water Conservation Board
Land and Water Resource Management Plan
Memorandum of Understanding (sometimes referred to as MOA or Memorandum
of Agreement)
Nonprofit Conservation Organizations
Notice of Discharge
Nonpoint Source Pollution
State Administrative Code for Wisconsin’s Shoreland Protection
State Administrative Code for Nonmetallic Mining Reclamation
State Administrative Code Establishing Run-off Pollution Performance Standards
Nutrient Management Plan
Natural Resources Conservation Service
Purchase of Agricultural Conservation Easements
Professional Dairy Producers of Wisconsin
Purchase of Development Rights
Private Onsite Wastewater Treatment System
Revised Universal Soil Loss Equation, Version 2
Rezone Petitions

SEG
SEWRPC
SW
SWM
SWPP
SWRM
“T”
TECH
TMDL
UNPS
URB SPEC
USDA
USDI
USGS
USFWS
UWEX
WCSWPPP
WDAC
WDNR
WFLGP
WHIP
WLI
WQMA
WRP

Wisconsin Segregated Funds
Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission
Storm Water
Storm Water Management
Storm Water Pollution Prevention
Soil and Water Resource Management Program
Tolerable Soil Loss
Conservation Technician
Total Maximum Daily Load
Urban Nonpoint Source
Urban Conservation Specialist
United States Department of Agriculture
United States Department of Interior
United States Geological Society
United States Fish and Wildlife Service
University of Wisconsin-Extension
Walworth County Storm Water Pollution Prevention Program
Wildlife Damage Abatement & Claims Program
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
Wisconsin Forest Landowner Grant Program
Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program
Working Lands Initiative
Water Quality Management Area
Wetlands Reserve Program
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GLOSSARY
303(d) List (Impaired Waters) – The 303(d) list is prepared by the WDNR under requirements
of section 303(d) of the Clean Water act and identifies waters which are not meeting water quality
standards, including both water quality criteria for specific substances and their designated uses.
AEA – An Agricultural Enterprise Area is a contiguous area devoted primarily to agricultural use,
and locally targeted for agricultural preservation and agricultural development.
Animal Unit – A mature animal weighing 1,000 pounds or an equivalent number of other
animals.
Animal Waste Management Program – A regulatory program administered by the DNR that
seeks to identify and correct animal waste-related water quality problems.
ATCP 50 – The chapter of Wisconsin’s Administrative Code that implements the Land and Water
Resource Management Program as described in Chapter 92 of the Wisconsin Statutes.
Best Management Practice (BMP) – The most cost effective practice or combination of practices
for reducing nonpoint source pollution to acceptable levels.
Chapter 91 – A portion of the Wisconsin Statutes outlining cooperation of state agencies in
sharing and standardizing relevant information, identifying and mapping significant agricultural
resources, and planning and evaluating the impact of state actions on agriculture.
Chapter 92 – A portion of the Wisconsin Statutes outlining the soil and water conservation,
agricultural Shoreland management, and animal waste management laws and policies of the State.
Citizen Advisory Committee (CAC) – A group of citizens and agency personnel formed to assist
in the development and/or revisions to the Land & Water Resource Management Plan and make
recommendations to the Walworth County Land Conservation Committee.
Conditional Use (CU) – Written governmental permission allowing a use of property more intensive than
principal use (a use by right in the zone district).

Conservation Plan – A record of decisions and intentions made by land users regarding the
conservation of the soil, water and related natural resources of a particular unit of land.
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) – A provision of the Federal Farm bill that takes eligible
cropland out of production and puts that land into grass or tree cover for 10 to 15 years.
Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) – CREP is an offshoot of the country's
largest private-lands environmental improvement program - the Conservation Reserve Program
(CRP), which expands and builds on CRP’s success. The program is a partnership among
producers; tribal, state, and federal governments; and, in some cases, private groups.
Cost Share Agreement (CSA) – An agreement, of a specified duration, between a landowner(s) and unit
of government that reimburses all or part of the cost of installation, maintenance, or use of a Best
Management Practice.
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County Zoning Agency (CZA) – A committee of the county board of supervisors that oversees the
implementation and enforcement of zoning provisions as described in the Walworth County Zoning
Ordinance and Shoreland Zoning Ordinance, Chapter 74, Wis. Stats 59.69.
Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection (DATCP) – The State agency responsible
for establishing statewide soil and water conservation policies and administering the State’s soil and water
conservation programs. The DATCP administers State cost-share funding for a variety of LWCC
operations, including support for staff, materials and conservation practices.
Department of Natural Resources (DNR) – The State agency responsible for managing State owned
lands and protecting public waters of the State.
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) – The agency of the Federal government responsible for
carrying out the nation’s pollution control laws. It provides technical and financial assistance to reduce and
control air, water, and land pollution, and is responsible for administering the Clean Water Act.
Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) – Federal program to provide technical and costsharing assistance to landowners for water quality protection. The program focuses on whole farm
planning to reduce nonpoint source pollution.
Erosion – The process by which rainwater and runoff detach soil particles from the soil surface and carry
them downhill.
Farmland Preservation Program (FPP) – Protection of A-1 farmland through zoning designation based
on class I, II and III soils, under s.s. Chapter 91.
Farm Service Agency (FSA) – A USDA agency that administers agricultural assistance programs
including price supports, production controls and conservation cost-sharing.
Forestland Enhancement Program (FLEP) – A voluntary USDA program that provides technical,
educational and cost share assistance to promote sustainability of the non-industrial private forests.
Geographic Information System (GIS) – A computerized system of maps and layers of data about land
including soils, land cover, topography, field boundaries, roads and streams. Such combinations (or layers)
of data are otherwise impossible to achieve.
Highly Erodible Land (HEL) – Lands that are over 6 percent in grade. According to the NRCS, a farm
field is considered to be HEL if more than one third of that field has land slopes that exceed 6 percent.
Lake Management Program – A DNR program designed to maintain a healthy and diverse aquatic
environment for Wisconsin’s lakes.
Land and Water Conservation Board (LWCB) – An 11-member panel that advises the Wisconsin
secretary and department regarding soil and water conservation, animal waste management and farmland
preservation and assists the DNR with issues related to non-point source pollution abatement.
Land and Water Resource Management Plan (LWRMP) A locally developed and implemented plan
with an emphasis on stakeholder involvement and program integration. The plan includes a resource
assessment, identifies nonpoint pollution problems and priorities, establishes a progress tracking system,
and describes an approach for coordinating information and implementation programs with other local,
state and federal agencies, communities and organizations.
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Land Conservation Committee (LCC) – A committee of county government identified in Chapter 92 of
the Wisconsin statutes, to conserve and protect the County’s soil, water and related natural resources.
Land Conservation Division (LCD) – The division of county government responsible for administering
the conservation programs and policies of the Land Conservation Committee.
Land Use and Resource Management Department (LURM) – The county department comprised of the
Planning, Zoning, Sanitation, and Conservation Divisions and responsible for administering the programs
and policies identified in Chapters 33, 59, 72, 91, 92 and 145 the of Wisconsin Statutes, related Wisconsin
legislative rules and pertinent ordinances within the Walworth County Code.
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) – An agreement between two or more public entities that
typically involves one providing the other with services, funding or assistance.
Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) – A branch of the USDA, NRCS provides soil survey,
conservation planning and technical assistance to local land users.
Nonpoint Source Pollution (NPS) – The pollution that occurs when rainfall or snowmelt runs over land
surface or through the soil and picks up natural and human applied pollutants, and deposits them into
surface water or groundwater. Pollutants include soil particles, fertilizers, animal waste, pesticides,
petroleum products, and other toxic materials.
Nonpoint Source Pollution Abatement Program – A DNR water quality program under Chapters 120
and 281, Wisconsin Statutes that provides technical assistance and cost-sharing to landowners to develop
and maintain management practices to prevent or reduce nonpoint source water pollution.
Notice of Discharge (NOD) – A notification issued by the DNR under NR243 through DATCP and the
County LCD requiring small and medium animal feeding operations to take corrective action to stop
discharge of animal waste to affected waters of the state when they pose environmental threats to state
water resources.
NR-115 – State Administrative Code for Wisconsin’s Shoreland Protection that establishes state-wide
minimum standards for Shoreland development in unincorporated areas.
NR-135 – State Administrative Code for Nonmetallic Mining Reclamation
NR-151 – State Administrative Code for establishing run-off pollution performance standards
Nutrient Management Plan (NMP) – A conservation practice designed to minimize the contamination of
surface and ground water by limiting the amount of nutrients applied to the soil to no more than the current
crop is expected to use. It involves frequent soil testing and annual planning of the techniques, placement,
rate, or timing of fertilizer and animal waste applications.
Private onsite wastewater treatment system (POWTS) – Private sewage system. Also referred to as a
"private on-site wastewater treatment system" or "POWTS", has the meaning given under Wis. Stats. §
145.01(12). “Private sewage system” means a sewage treatment and disposal system serving a single
structure with a septic tank and soil absorption field located on the same parcel as the structure. This term
also means an alternative sewage system approved by the department including a substitute for the septic
tank or soil absorption field, a holding tank, a system serving more than one structure or a system located
on a different parcel than the structure. A private sewage system may be owned by the property owner or
by a special purpose district.
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Purchase of Agricultural Conservation Easements (PACE) – The Working Lands Program establishes a
new program to provide up to 50% of the cost of purchasing agricultural conservation easements, including
transaction costs. Through the Purchase of Agricultural Conservation Easements (PACE) program, the
state will provide funding in conjunction with cooperating local governments or non-profit organizations to
purchase easements from willing landowners. Land with an agricultural conservation easement cannot be
developed for any purpose that would prevent its use for agriculture.
Revised Universal Soil Loss Equation, Version 2 (RUSLE2) – RUSLE2 is an advanced, user-friendly
software model that predicts long-term, average-annual erosion by water. It runs under Windows, and can
be used for a broad range of farming, conservation, mining, construction, and forestry sites. Using an
updated equation, the software estimates soil loss from sheet and rill erosion caused by rainfall on cropland,
and is used to recommend tillage or cropping practices and construction site best management practices.
Sedimentation – The transport and deposition of soil particles from soil erosion and by runoff. The
particles may be deposited onto the land surface or into surface water or groundwater.
Soil and Water Resource Management Program (SWRM) – A grant program administered by DATCP
that supports locally-led conservation efforts. Yearly grants are awarded primarily to counties to pay for
conservation staff and provide landowner cost-sharing to implement Land and Water Resource
Management Plans.
Soil Loss Tolerance (“T”) - Erosion rate in tons per acre per year at which a soil can maintain
productivity.
Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission (SEWRPC) – A governmental organization
providing regional scale planning services to the seven-county Southeastern Wisconsin Region. These
services include land use planning, transportation, environmental (wetlands, engineering, soils, and lake
management), economic development, and GIS.
Storm Water – The portion of rainfall and snowmelt that runs over the land surface and does not soak into
the ground. Paved surfaces and roofs increase storm water quantities. Storm water often delivers
pollutants to surface waters.
Surface Water Quality Management Area (WQMA) – A land area draining to and within 1,000 feet of a
lake or 300 feet of a stream.
Technical Standards – The specifications for the design, construction, implementation and maintenance of
conservation practices.
Tillage – Farming operations, which mechanically disturb the soil in preparation for planting a crop. Clean
tillage, or moldboard plowing, buries all or most of the crop residue from the previous crop. Minimum
tillage, reduced tillage, and conservation tillage leave a portion of the crop residue from the previous crop
on the soil surface after planting to protect the soil from erosion.
Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) – A quantitative analysis of the amount of a particular pollutant a
stream or lake can receive before exceeding water quality standards. Water quality standards are set to
protect and maintain designated uses such as drinking water, fishing, and swimming. The goal of a TMDL
is to set limits on pollutant loads to correct water quality impairments, meet water quality standards, and/or
achieve designated uses of water bodies. It serves as a basis for strategies to be developed to improve and
protect water quality.

115

United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) – A branch of federal government with
responsibilities in the areas of food production, inspection, and storage. Agencies with resource
conservation programs and responsibilities, such as FSA, NRCS, and Forest Service and others are
agencies of the USDA.
United States Department of Interior (USDOI) – The nation’s principal conservation agency operating
in approximately 2,400 locations across the United States, Puerto Rico, U.S. Territories, and freely
associated states that protects and manages the nations natural resources and cultural heritage, and provides
scientific and other information about those resources.
United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) – A bureau within the Department of Interior that
works with others to conserve, protect and enhance fish, wildlife and plants and their habitats for the
continuing benefit of the American people. The USWFS enforces Federal wildlife laws, protects
endangered species, manages migratory birds, restores nationally significant fisheries, conserves and
restores wildlife habitat such as wetlands, helps foreign governments with their international conservation
efforts, and distributes excise tax dollars on fishing/hunting equipment to State fish and wildlife agencies.
United States Geological Society (USGS) – Today, the USGS stands as the sole science agency for the
Department of the Interior. The USGS serves the Nation by providing reliable scientific information to
describe and understand the Earth; minimize loss of life and property from natural disasters; manage water,
biological, energy, and mineral resources; and enhance and protect our quality of life.
University of Wisconsin Extension (UWEX) – The outreach of the University of Wisconsin system
responsible for formal and informal educational programs throughout the state.
Urban Nonpoint Source (UNPS) – Stormwater from city streets and gutters that usually contains a great
deal of litter and organic and bacterial waste that occurs when rainfall or snowmelt runs over the land and
impervious surfaces. By definition of the U.S. Census Bureau, towns of over 2,500 are considered urban.
Water Quality Management Area (WQMA) – The area that is within 300 feet of a navigable stream or
river or 1,000 feet from a lake. In addition WQMA’s also include lands adjacent to ponds, or areas that are
susceptible to groundwater contamination, such as a wetland, sinkhole, or an area that is shallow to
bedrock.
Wetland Reserve Program (WRP) – A provision of the Federal Farm bill that compensates landowners
for voluntarily restoring and protecting wetlands on their property that had been in agricultural production.
Wildlife Damage Abatement & Claims Program (WDAC) – A Wisconsin program administered by the
County and managed by the WDNR that assists farmers when wildlife damage their agricultural crops. It
provides damage prevention assistance and partial compensation when wild deer, bear, geese, and turkeys
damage their agricultural crops. WDAC is also responsible for the deer donation program.
Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program (WHIP) – A Federal program to help provide technical and costsharing assistance to landowners to help improve wildlife habitat.
Wisconsin Forest Landowner Grant Program (WFLGP) – Administered by the WDNR, this program
helps landowners protect and improve their woodlands with cost sharing at a 50% match for preparation
and management plans and the implementation of designated practices.
Working Lands Initiative (WLI) – Found primarily in Chapter 91 of Wisconsin State Statutes. Three
main components include updates to the State’s current Farmland Preservation Plan, the ability for farmers
and local governments to establish priority Agricultural Enterprise Areas and a state program to help with
the purchase of agricultural conservation easements.
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