Trail Stop 5: So far on this trail we have learned what
is in the streams, but what about the areas around
the stream? As you might have noticed the stream is
flowing down the opposite way you have hiked. This is
a watershed that eventually connects with Sugar
Creek. You should also see that parts of the edges the
stream have eroded. This is due to humans and the
lack of vegetation in areas. Vegetation acts as a netting using the roots to hold soil in place.

Trail Stop 7: Walking down this gravel section of the
trail will show different things during different seasons. The umbrella shaped plants are called May Apples
producing small white flowers early in the year, and
small fruits in the latter part of the year. The purple
flowers of Wild Geraniums can also be seen on the
forest floor. Two invasive plants that are prevalent in
forests across Southeastern Wisconsin can be seen
here called Honeysuckle and Garlic Mustard. These
plants may be attractive with the colored flowers, but
they take important nutrients from native plants that
are important to an ecosystem in a forest.

Bush Honeysuckle
Plants Prevent Erosion. Slideplayer.com

Trail Stop 6: This is a great area to stop on a warm
day for a picnic or just to rest. This also marks what is
referred to as a forest edge. What that means is when
two different environments meet. Animals that live in
the forests edge also live deeper in the forest such as
rabbits, deer, squirrels, and various types of birds.
Red Tailed Hawks are also seen around this area .
They live in areas where there is open space with high
perches on trees. They are also frequently seen on
telephone poles and signs alongside roads or soaring far above in the sky.

PRICE PARK CONSERVANCY
Wild Geranium

Red Trail
Walworth County

Storybook Map

Department of Public Works
W4097 County Road NN
Elkhorn, WI 53121
262-741-3114, Option 2

Red-Tailed Hawk

www.co.walworth.wi.us

N6421 Hodunk Road
Elkhorn, WI 53121

Trail Stop 2: Traveling on, young Sugar Maple
saplings blanket parts of the forest floor. Mixed in
with these Sugar Maple saplings, Dogwood, and
different types of Oaks. These trees do best in welldrained soil. Sugar Maple grows well in the shade of
the larger trees . Eventually it will become the
canopy tree species. Wild Geraniums and Garlic
Mustard can be seen mixed in with the Sugar Maple.

Trail Stop 3: With Sugar Maple still found
growing abundantly, Shagbark Hickory, Elm, and
Oak trees can be seen. While there are many
types of Oaks, they all share common
characteristics that help out an entire ecosystem. Oaks provide excellent shade, which helps
the Sugar Maples. In addition, they also produce
fruit from acorns feeding squirrels, chipmunks,
deer, turkeys, and more.
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Trail Stop 1: There are many things about streams
that aren’t noticed. One way ecologists determine if
a body of water is healthy, is by identifying the life
within the water. Fish, frogs, and other more noticeable animals can be seen by just looking at the water. Macroinvertebrates are animals that help determine when a stream or body of water is healthy.
These animals range from crayfish and water beetles, to larvae and worm like species.
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Trail Stop 4: There are different types of streams
that are usually made naturally without any human
influences. At this stop, this stream bed may be
dried up without any sign of water depending on the
time of year and the amount of rainfall. This stream
would be called an Ephemeral stream. Which is a
stream that is usually dry, but following rainfall it
turns into a shallow stream. There are two other
kinds of frequent streams found in forests. Perennial Streams are those that flow all the time regardless of rainfall or the time of year. The other kind is
Intermittent Streams which pool in areas,
but during the wet seasons of winter and
spring it will have water flow, and dry up
during the summer.

