Walworth County Parks
Trail Stop 3: At this point of the trail, you can
almost see 4 different environments at the
same location. The prairie, woodlands,
wetlands, and river all are in close proximity of
this stop. This individual stop marks what is
called the edge. The edge is the change between
one environment and another. Sometimes these
are very distinct changes, and other times the
change in the environment blends which is then
referred to as the ecotone.

Trail Stop 4: This spot has a variety of trees.
Shagbark Hickory, Black Cherry, Box Elder, Ash,
and a variety of Oaks are all found here.
Realistically the Ash trees will eventually die
from the Emerald Ash Borer. With fast growing
shade trees like Oaks they will become even
more common as they outgrow many other
trees in a shorter amount of time. Shagbark
Hickory trees may be slower growing trees, but
they live for a long time and are known for being
tough.
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White River County Park

Blue Storybook Trail
Distance: .6
6503 Sheridan Springs Rd.
Lake Geneva, WI 53147

The blue trail showcases just a portion of
the 2-mile river frontage at White River
County Park. This trail shows the various
environments at this park from woodlands
and prairies to wetlands and the river. Keep
an eye out for the blue painted wooden posts
which marks the various storybook trail
stops.

Trail Stop 1: Notice the difference in trees that are
closer to the water, and the trees that are further
away. One of the reasons is the different zones near
water. The zone where the water actually is, is
called the aquatic zone. The zone directly next to
the water is called the riparian zone. In the
riparian zone there are trees and other plants that
are able to live in and around wet soil. Everything
within the riparian zone is considered to be in a
flood prone area. As you walk over the bridge you
will see Black Alder, which are found in the riparian
zone of the White River. Riparian zones are also
important for erosion control alongside rivers and
streams. On the other side of the bridge and up the
hill, the zone is called the uplands. The further away
from the riparian and aquatic zone, the more
coniferous trees will appear.

Trail Stop 2: At this trail stop, it shows the change in
the environment. From the river to the wetlands you
can notice the change in plant species. This stop also
shows the results of the invasive species called
Emerald Ash Borer. Some of the dead Ash trees are
still standing while others have been cut with just a
small amount remaining. Native to Asia, these small
green beetles lay eggs in the crevasses of the bark on
Ash trees. As the larvae disrupt the flow of water and
nutrients underneath the Ash bark, it slowly kills the
tree. Five of the six most common Ash tree species are
listed as critically endangered, which is only one step
away from extinction.
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