WHEREAS, Most puppies and kittens sold in pet stores come from large-scale, commercial breeding fricilities
where the health and welfare ofdie animals is disregarded in order to maximize profits C^uppy mills” and “kitten
mills,” respectively). According to The Humane Society ofthe United States, an estimated 10,000 puppy mills
produce more than 2 million puppies per year in the United States.
WHEREAS,The documented abuses endemic to puppy and kitten mills include over-breeding; inbreeding;
minimal veterinary care; lack ofadequate food, water and shelter, lack ofsocialization,exercise and enrichment;
lack of sanitation.
WHEilEAS, Pet store puppies are often sick and have behavioral problems because ofthe substandard conditions
they were likely bom into; they were taken from their mothers at a very young age; they were transported in
trucks filled with other young puppies; they were placed in a pet store cage with or near other puppies who are
often sick.
WHEREAS,Pet stores often mislead consumers as to where the puppies and kittens in the stores came fit)m and
make false health and behavior guarantees. Many consumers end up paying hundreds or thousands of dollars in
veterinary bills and suffer the heartbreak of having their new pet suffer, and in some cases pass away.
WHEREAS,According to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, pet store puppies pose a health
risk to consumers,as over one hundred Americans have contracted an antibiotic-resistant Campylobacter
infection from contact with pet store puppies.
WHEREAS,Current federal and state regulations do not adequately address the animal welfare and consumer
protection problems that tite sale of puppy and kitten mill dogs and cats in pet stores pose. Federal oversight ofthe
commercial breeding industry is severely lacking.
WHEREAS,Prohibiting pet stores from selling dogs and cats is likely to decrease the demand for puppies arid
kittens bred in puppy and kitten mills and decrease the burden that pet store puppies and kittens that end up in
animal shelters place on local agencies and taxpayers.
WHEREAS,The huge majority of pet stores, both large chains and small,family-owned shops, are already in
compliance with the proposed [legislation/ordinance] as they already do not sell dogs and cats but rather profit
fit>m selling products, offering services, and in some cases, collaborating with local animal shelters and rescues to
host adoption events.
WHEREAS,This ordinance will not affect a consumer’s ability to obtain a dog or cat of his or her choice from
an animal rescue, shelter, or breeder who sells directly to the public.
WHEREAS,The Walworth County Board of Supervisors believes it is in the best interest of Walworth
County, Wisconsin to adopt reasonable regulations to reduce costs to Walwortii County, Wisconsin and its
residents, protect citizens who may purchase cats or dogs from a pet store, help prevent inhumane breeding
conditions, promote community awareness ofanimal welfare,and foster a more humane environment in
Walworth County, Wisconsin.
Section 1. Definitions
Animal carefacility means an animal control center or animal shelter, maintained by or under contract with
any state, county, or municipality, whose mission and practice is, in whole, or significant part, the rescue and
placement of animals in permanent homes or rescue organizations.
Animal rescue organization means any not-for-profit organization which has tax-exempt status under Section

501(c)(3) ofthe United States Internal Revenue Code, whose mission and practice is, in whole or in signiticant
part, the rescue and placement of animals in permanent homes. This term does not include an entity that is a
breeder or broker or one that obtains animals from a breeder or broker for profit or compensation.
Breeder means a person that maintains a dog or cat for the purpose of breeding and selling their ottsprmg.
Broker means a person that transfers a dog or cat from a breeder for resale by another person.
Cal means a member of the species of domestic cat, Felis catus.
Dog means a member of the species of domestic dog, Canis familiaris.
Offerfor sale means to seJi, offer for sale or adoption, advertise for the sale of, barter, auction, give away or
otherwise dispose of a dog or cat.
Pel store means a retail establishment where dogs or cats are sold, exchanged, bartered or offered tor sale as
pet animals to the general public at retail. Such definition shall not include an animal care facility or animal
rescue organization, as defined.
Section 2. Restrictions on the Sale of Animals
of.cals
No pet store shall sell, deliver, offer for sale, barter, auction, give away, or otherwise transfer or dispose
_
or dogs. Nodiing in this section shaH prohibit pel stores from coilaborating with anima) care fac/iities or amma)
rescue organizations to offer space for such entities to showcase adoptable dogs or cats provided the pet store shall
not have any ownership interest in the animals offered for adoption and shall not receive a fee for providingspace
for the adoption ofany ofthese animais.
Section 3. Penalts'.
A pet store that violates this section shall be subject to a civil penally of$500, and each dog or cat offered for sale
in violation of this section shall constitute a separate violation.
Section 4. Severability.
If any section, subsection, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of this Ordinance shall be declared invalid for
any reason whatsoever, such decision shall not affect the remaining portions of this Ordinance which shall
continue in full force and effect, and to this end the provisions of this Ordinance are hereby declared to be
severable.
Section S. Effective Date.
This ordinance shall become effective 90 days after passage.
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Walworth County Government Center
100 W Walworth Street
County Board Room
Elkhorn, W1 53121
Honorable Board Supervisors,
The undersigned organizations and businesses in Walworth County strongly support a humane pet store
ordinance that prohibits the sale of puppies and kittens in pet stores. A humane pet store ordinance will help
generate awareness about the cruel puppy mill-to-pet store supply chain and encourage puppy buyers to obtain
dogs and cats from reputable sources.
Even though this ordinance will not impact any existing businesses, it is needed to prevent businesses from
engaging in the sale of puppies and kittens in the future. It is well documented and undisputed that pet store
puppies are supplied by puppy mills, which are inhumane commercial breeding facilities that treat dogs as
breeding machines and puppies as products. Puppy mill dogs are often confined to small cages, endure
continuous breeding, receive litt!e-to-no veterinary care, suffer poor husbandry, and are often deprived of
human companionship, exercise, and socialization. Not only are the puppy mills themselves horrible, so is the
transportation process. Pet store puppies are often sick because they are born into deplorable conditions, taken
from their mothers very early on, placed on semi-trucks with other vulnerable and potentially sick puppies, and
shipped to faraway pet stores.
Consumers often unknowingly support the cruel puppy mill industry by purchasing pet store puppies. Pet stores
dupe consumers into thinking they are obtaining their dogs from reputable breeders by touting that they are
USDA licensed. However, a USDA license merely means those breeders can legally confine dogs to cages only 6
inches larger than the dogs themselves for their entire lives. Furthermore,federal regulation of commercial
breeders is minimal, and enforcement is severely lacking.
A humane pet store ordinance in Walworth County is needed to protect consumers as well as animals from the
cruel puppy mill and pet store industry. We urge Walworth County to take a stand against this cruelty by passing
a humane pet store ordinance.
Sincerely,
Kristin Perry, Executive Director, Lakeland Animal Shelter, Delavan, Wl
Kristin Perry, Humane Officer, Walworth County
Karen Connell, Owner,The Bark Market, Delavan, Wl
Eric Lange & Mary Horning, Co-owners, M.E. & My Pets, Whitewater, Wl
Mandy and Darren Lewis, Founders, Albert's Dog Lounge, Whitewater, Wl
Tammy Neumeister, Executive Director, Community Cat, Whitewater, Wi
Janna Burhop, Founder,Touched by a Paw, Whitewater, Wl
Megan Nicholson, Wisconsin State Director, The Humane Society of the United States(HSUS)
Mindi Callison, Executive Director, Founder, Bailing Out Benji
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What is a puppy mill?
Bailing Out Benji definQg a puppy mill any high-volume breeder that puts the profit over the welfare
of these animals. Puppy mills are facilities that cut corners in veterinary care, quality of food, and
genetic tests to save money; while also forcing dogs to live in high confinement situations with llttle-tono human interaction. Dogs in puppy mills exist solely to produce puppies and are not treated like pets.

Puppy MUls; Facts and Flares
10,000

Estimated number of puppy mills in the United states (licen.sed and unlicensed)

2,349

Number of USDA Class A and B licensed facilities that sell to the pet tirade

204.363

Estimated number of dogs kept for breeding in USDA licensed facilities

132.836

Estimated number of female dogs kept for breeding in USDA facilities

9.4

Estimated number of puppies per breeding female per year

1.248,658

Estimated number of puppies produced by USDA facilities each year

2.4 Million

Estimated number of puppies produced by USDA and Non-USDA facilities each year

25%

Estimated percentage of dogs in animal shelters and rescues who are purebred

1.5 million

Estimated number of dogs and cats cutlianized in shelters each year

$4.00$7.00

International City/Cpunty Management Association budgeting recommendation, per
capita, for animal control programs

$500,000

Estimated cost of a puppy mill bust involving 250 animals.

January 2020 (source HSUS)
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Humane Pet Store Ordinance Q&A
What will this ordinance do?
,
It will drive the pet market towards more humane sources such as shelters, rescues and responsible breeders
by prohibiting the sale of dogs and gats In pet stores. This is a reasonable restriction that alleviates a wide
range of known, documented problems that stem from the sale of puppies in pet stores.
What problems do puppy-sellinq pet stores pose?
Many pet store puppies are unhealthy and unsocialized, often placing a large financial and emotional
burden on consumers. Most pet store puppies come from cruel puppy mills that house dogs in conditions
that the public would be horrified by. but pet store staff are trained to hide this from consumers.Some pet
stores also mistreat puppies in their care and pump them with antibiotics. Even the CDC has warned
consumers of the risk of pet store puppies spreading an antibiotic-resistant infection to humans.
Why don’t responsible breeders sell to pet stores?
Responsible breeders only sell directly to the public so that can screen prospective buyers in person. They
would never hand over their puppies to a truck driver to be transported to a faraway pet store, displayed like
a product, and sold to anyone with a credit card. Plus, most breed clubs discourage selling to pet stores.
What impact will this bill have on existing pet stores?
Tlie vast majority of pet stores—both large and small—are already in compliance with this bill g§ they
do not sell puppies. Those that do sell puppies are an outlier in their own industry and are ignoring
market trends. Any pet store would be smart to tap into the massive $72 billion pet market that is
dominated by the sale Qf pet products ond services.
What imp^ict will this bill have on puppy mills?
. ,u ^
It is well-documented that most pet store puppies come from large-scale, inhumane commercial breeders
that treat dogs as nothing more than breeding machines and puppies as nothing more than products. Basic
principles of supply and demand dictate that if pet stores no longer buy puppies from mills, that inhumane
marketplace will shrink and less dogs will be forced into a life of confinement to be bred repeatedly.
What Impact will this bill have on unscrupulous rescues?
Most rescues operate responsibly while doing the lifesaving work of rehomIng animals. At the same time, puppy
mills chum out as many puppies as possible with no regard for the health and wellbeing of their breeding dogs
or their offspring, nor for the public who will end up with unhealthy pets. Under this bill, pet stores would bg
allowed to partner with rescues to host adoption events, as this has been proven to drive consumers to stores,
but no store has tO do this. Stores will have total control over which rescues to work with.
What does a USDA license say about the quality of a breeder?
Pet stores that brag about sourcing from USDA-licensed breeders apparently feel it is acceptable to connne
dogs in stacked, wire cages only six inches larger than themselves for their entire lives, denying them exercise,
socialization and basic veterinary care. They must also think it is OK to breed dogs at every heat cycle until their
bodies wear out, and then discard them like trash. These shockingly low federal standards aren't even property
enforced, and the USDA has made clear it cares more about protecting puppy mills than regulating them.
Where can people obtain the dog of their choice if not from a pet store?
According to the pet industry, only 4% of dogs are obtained from pet stores, so no significant impact on
consumer choice will be felt. People can still adopt from a shelter or rescue or purchase a puppy from a
responsible breeder who happily allows consumers to see where the puppy was bred and raised. There is no
evidence that people would be driven tQ the internet, as many pet store purchases are impulse-driven (this is
why so many pet stores are in malls) or the result of people who want to interact with a puppy before purchase.

wftST the humane society
^
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Puppy mills and pet stores
Most Americans have pets.
About 50% of people in the United States own a dog and about 34% own a cat. Yet only about 30% of
pets in homes come from shelters and rescues. Three million adoptable dogs and cats are euthanized
1
in shelters every year.
Pet store puppies come from puppy mills.
Responsible breeders do not sell their puppies to pet stores because they want to meet their puppy
buyers in person—and a majority of national breed clubs’ codes of ethics prohibit or discourage their
members from selling their dogs to pet stores. The suppliers of pet store puppies are largely puppy
mills, commercial facilities that mass-produce puppies for sale without adequate attention to their
physical, behavioral, or psychological needs. The Humane Society of the United States has conducted
several hidden-camera investigations^ showing that many of the breeding facilities that supply pet
stores are mills.
Puppies sold in pet stores come from all over the country—and many come
from breeders with one or more Animal Welfare Act violations.
Some breeders found selling to pet stores have a record of repeat violations of the federal Animal
Welfare Act U§DA inspection reports reveal breeders with sick and injured dogs who had not been
treated by a vet; underweight dogs with their ribs, hips and spines protruding; puppies with their feet
failing through wire floors; puppies with severe defomiities or missing limbs; dogs standing In piles of
feces; and food contaminated by mold and insects.
Pet stores often do not disclose the origin of the puppies they sell.
Most pet stores do not diecloso the true origins of their puppies, instead using deceptive sales pitches about
“USDA-licensed" or “professional" breeders. Unfortunately, the federal Animal Welfare Act prescribes
survival standards for dogs, not humane care standards. The USDA has repeatedly asserted that their
regulations and standards are minimum requirements.^ Indeed, the agency’s own Animal Welfare Act Fact
gigtes “Although Federal requirements establish basic standards, regulated businesses are
encouraged to exceed the specified minimum standards.”
The pipeline of puppy sales to pet stores exposes puppies to stress and disease
As they are shipped to pet stores, very young puppies typically spend days in cramped cages on a truck, exposed to
puppies frgm a variety of other sources,spme of whom may be sick. During this time, their immune systems are not fully
developed and they can be exposed to a range of diseases. In addition, puppies have died from overtieating on unattended
transport vehicles and other dangerous incidents on the road.

’‘Pet Industry Maritet Size and Ownership Statistics,
(accessed January 13, 2020).
^Read about our pet store investigations
^See 7 U.S.C.§ 2143(A)(8), stating that the federal Animal Welfare Act does not preempt state laws.
U S. Department of Agriculture. Animal Plant and Health Inspection Service, Tact Sheet: Animal Care. The Animal Welfare
(accessed January 13,
Act,” in
2020).
THP HUMANE SOCIFTY
4

^

or TMF UNITFD STATrS

Puppies sold at pet stores often have serious health or psychological problems.
Some of the illnesses common to pet store puppies Include zoonotic diseases, which can be spread to other pets
and humans. Buyers are often faced with enormous vet bills or even the death of the puppy within days or weeks
of purchase. A puppy may seem healthy for months only to develop symptoms of serious congenital conditions
much later. These health problems are often the result of unsanitary conditions, insufficient veterinary care and
poor breeding at puppy mills.
Pdt stores do not have to sell puppies to be successful.
More than 3.000 pet stores nationwide have signed an HSUS pledge not to sell puppies, demonstrating that it is
possible to have a successful pet-related business without supporting puppy mills.
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The HSUS recommends never purchasing a puppy from a pet store due to Uie health, safety and animal welfare
concerns described above. People who want to add a puppy to their family are urged to visit a reputable shelter °r
rescue organization, or purchase only from a small, responsible breeder who will show the buyer the parent of the
puppy and allow them to see where the puppy was born and raised. For more information on buying a puppy, see

Find out more information at humanesociety.org/puppymilfs.

THE HUMANE SOClkTY
O^tME UNITED STATES

^Leam more about Puppy Friendly Pet Stores at humanesociety.org/puppystores.
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USDA Standards through
APHIS and Animal Welfare Act
According to the Animal
Welfare Act that a» USDA
licensees must adhere to,
the following standards are
acceptable:
-Inspections are “Riskbased,” meaning
that facilities thm
certain criterion are
inspected "as seldom as
once every
2 to 3 years-”

I- -

i
I.

j...

I

-Cage size: must be 6 inches
larger than the si^e of the
dog, on all sides.

j

-Up to 12 dogg can be
housed in one cage.

i.

Kennel size calculator wken from the USDA’s website

-Dogs never have to be
let out of their cages.
Breeders only need to have
an exercise plan-There is no limit to the
number dogs a breeder can
have—many have over 1,000.
-There is no age limit for
breeding dogs.
If a dog is able to produce puppies
for ten years, that’s how long they
could be in the facility.
-The USDA relies op
“teachable moments” in lieu
of shutting problematic
kennels down.
. A

*

D

emphis^lld'lducaton,^ofenf^rc^^
potential offenders.’'
In October of 2018, The '.Vaah,| gipn Po^ re
dosely^with a'llegefvto^to^Sw®

that USDA leaders told inspectors of a new policy that
regulated entities “more as partners than as
that the USDA was Issuing significantly fewer written
told reporters that this was due to “working more
enforcement actions.

in February of 2017,The^^. : —^thdr
Ke^^dingTaciliW.ffi whiSrds well ^btam^through FOIA, they were heavily redacted. It wasn t until
2020 that the USDA was required to reinstate their search engine.
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WISCONSIN PET STORES AND PUPPY MILLS
Fact Sheet 2020
In response to a public records request to the Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Bailing Out
Benji received health certificates for puppies imported into Wisconsin and supplied to pet
stores in 2019.
This is not a complete list of all breeders and brokers that Wisconsin pet stores have sourced
puppies from, but merely a sampling of facilities that were identified in health certificates. The information
below is evidence that Wisconsin pet stores source puppies from breeders and brokers with abysmal
animal welfare records, as noted in inspection reports that Bailing Out Benji saved prior to the USDA data
purge, and/or photos from the USDA, as well as, reports received from state agencies.
Stpvon StRoln, Hnritnqn Pupping. I nkn m\\^, Inwn. Supplies Corner’s Pet Grooming (HaiesComer);
Petland Janesville; Petland Racine; Puppy World (Greenfield).
This massive USDA licensed breeder houses 358 adult breeding dogs and 130 puppies at the time of last
inspection and they have a history of violations Including having dogs with eye conditions that had not
been noticed or treated by a veterinarian.
I evi Grnher. RIup Rihbnn Puppies- OHnn, InHinnx Regularly supplies Petland Racine.
This USDA licensed puppy broker was named one of the worst puppy mills in the nation after being
exposed by the Centers for Disease Control for selling Campylobacter positive puppies to pet stores all
over the country, which resulted in over 118 people becoming ill and many hospitalized due to this
zoonotic disease.
Tiffany Kurz. Tiffanie’s LLC. Frankford, Missouri. Supplies Petland Racine.
This USDA licensed puppy broker was named one of the worst puppy mills in the nation due to numerous
violations on the state and federal level. Those violations included finding 35 puppies had died of Parvo
without being taken to a veterinarian; and adult dogs on the premises were coughing and lethargic but were
receiving no veterinary care.
Josii and Kallie Bateman. Bateman Diversified. Neosho Missouri^ Transports puppies to pet stores in
Wisconsin.
This USDA licensed broker and transport company routinely imports puppies into Wisconsin and to other
states across the country. This company operates under a dozen different business names and was
named one of the worst puppy mills in the nation due to their transport practices. In February 2018, 24
puppies were seized from a Bateman transport van outside of a Petland store in Fort Myers, FL. These
puppies were found with “urine, feces and no water" in their cages and many of them were visibly sick.
Judy and John
to LC Pets (Hartland).

.1. ^V|3f^ssen Inc AKA Adorable Puppy. Rock Valley, lA. Sells puppies

This massive USDA Licensed facility houses 235 adult breeding dogs and 149 puppies and has a history of
violations, which led them to be named one of the worst puppy mills in the nation and prompted them to
change their USDA license number in order to hide from said violations. Some of these violations include:
having dogs with severe dental Issues that had not been treated by a veterinarian: dogs with excessively
long toe nails; dogs with hair loss; excessive feces buildup in the “waste pits” under the elevated kennels;
this licensee also admitted to using gunshots as a form of euthanasia, which is not an AVMA approved form
of euthanasia.
7

Bailing Out Benji

Where do Wisconsin Pet Store
puppies come from?

According to CVI data obtained by Bailing Out Benji through the Wl Department of
Agriculture, Wisconsin pet stores imported almost 2000 puppies from out of state puppy mills
in 2019. Many of these breeder house hundreds of adult breeding dogs and have violations.

For more information visit: www.bailinaoutbenii.com
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Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Investigations Into
Campylobacter Outbreaks Linked to Pet Store Puppies
For years, puppy-selling pet stores have addressed the fact that many of the puppies in their stores are sick or
likely to be sick by pumping them with antibiotics. This reckless practice made headlines when over one hundred
Americans contracted an antibiotic-resistant infection from pet store puppies, placing dozens in the hospital. The
outbreak was such a serious public health concern that the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
issued outbreak advisories and opened an official investigation.
As one CDC official. Dr. Robert Tauxe. wrote: “The puppy story is not over- it Is difficult to control with
a whole system that lacks hygiene at many points and seems to use antibiotics instead.”
CDC’S DECEMBER 2019 NOTICE OF ONGOING INVESTIGATION
■ Americans continue to report infections to the CDC, including 30 additional people across 13 states
in 2019 with 4 ending up in the hospital
■ Among the 24 people interviewed so far, 80% were linked to Petland puppies, and 42% were
Petland employees
■ Laboratory evidence indicates that the bacteria in this outbreak is closely related genetically to
the bacteria in the 2016-2018 outbreak of Campylobacter noted below
■ The Campylobacter bacteria from samples of ill people in this outbreak are resistant to
commonly recommended first-line antibiotics
■ Illnesses started on dates ranging from January 6, 2019 through November 10, 2019. Ill people
range in age from 8 months to 70 years
■ Investigators reported eight more ill people who had contact with a puppy at Petland and hada
diagnostic test showing they were infected with Campylobacter bacteria. However, CDC did not
include these people in the outbreak case count. They had no bacterial samples for WGS,which
Public health investigators use to identify illnesses that are part of multistate outbreaks
CDC’S MORBIDITY AND MORTALITY WEEKLY REPORT{SBPT. 21, 2018)
■ 118 persons, including 29 pet store employees, in 18 states were Identified with Illness onset
during Jan. 5, 2016-Feb. 4, 2018
● 6 pet store companies were linked to the outbreak
■ Outbreak strains were resistant to all antibiotics commonly used to treat Campylobacter infections
■ 95% of pet store Dupoles were given antibiotics before arriving or while at the store, with a
median antibiotic treatment duration of 15 days
■ Just 1% of puppies that received antibiotics were given them for treatment only, while over
half received antibiotics for prevention only, and the remainder for both treatment and
prevention
■ The risk for transmission to employees and consumers continues
■ Implementation of antibiotic stewardship principles and practices in the commercial dog industry
is needed, and antibiotics should only be administered under veterinary supervision
CDC’S FINAL OUTBREAK ADVISORY; MULTISTATE OUTBREAK OF MULTIDRUGRESISTANT CAMPYLOBACTER INFECTIONS LINKED TO CONTACT WITH PET STORE
PUPPIES(JAN. 30, 2018)
■ Evidence indicated that contact with puppies sold through Petland stores were a likely source
of a multistate outbreak of multidrug-resistant Campylobacter infections
■ 113 people across 17 states were infected and 23 people were hospitalized
■ Campylobacter bacteria were resistant to commonly recommended,first-line antibiotics
■ 99% of people reported contact with a puppy in the week before illness started, and 87% reported
they had contact with a puppy from Petland stores, or had contact with a person who became
sick after contact with a puppy from a Petland store; 25 of the ill people were Petland employees
■ This multidrug-resistant outbreak highlights the need for responsible use of antibiotics in pets
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Predatory Lending
Petland Racine - Offers predatory financing through undisclosed 3rd party
financing companies and Petland credit cards with APRs of 29.99%.
Hillside Kennels - Iowa. 61 adult breeding dogs, 27 puppies.
Jesse & Joline Troyer - Indiana. 70 adult breeding dogs, 46 puppies.
Dustin Westercamp - Iowa. 90 adult breeding dogs, 22 puppies. Had multiple violations at his last inspection in
February 2020 such as not having information or identification for 45 dogs on site and using cattle panels in outdoor
kennels which is a hazard as dogs could get their heads stuck and allows contact with dogs in the adjacent
enclosures.
Becky Flanders - Oklahoma. 79 adult breeding dogs,8 puppies. Stacie Stutesman Missouri. 97 adult breeding dogs, 36 puppies. Terri Schneiders - Oklahoma. 52 adult
breeding dogs, 80 puppies.
Levi Graber- Indiana. 308 puppies. Named one of the worst puppy mills in the county due to a huge Campylobacter
outbreak in Petland stores.
Brandon Russow - Missouri. 56 adult breeding dogs, 28 puppies. Arrow Valley LLC Missouri. 174 adult breeding dogs, 126 puppies. Judy Raney- Kansas.63 adult breeding
dogs,27 puppies.

Puppy World - Offers predatory financing through 3rd party financing companies
Flexpav with an APR of 36% & EasvPav, with APR's as high as 152%.
Heritage Puppies - Iowa. 358 adult breeding dogs. 130 puppies.

Petland Janesville - Offqr predatory financing through 3rd party financing companies
EasvPav, with APR’s as high as 152%. Mariner Finance with APR’s ranging from 18.9935.99%, & Petiand credit cards with APRs of 29.99%.
Heritage Puppies - Iowa. 358 adult breeding dogs, 130 puppies.
QD Kennels - Missouri. 68 puppies.

In a 6-week period, Petland Janesville, Petland Racine, and Puppy World imported 221
puppies from out-of-state puppy mills, putting families at risk of purchasing a potentially
sick puppy or getting locked into a high interest pet loan.
The above information was sourced from the Wisconsin Department of Agriculture and reflects only the
breeders these stores sourced from in 2020.
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ucintij Cihop*s
Like an estimated 2.4 million dogs sold in America each year, according to
the Humane Society of the United States, Lamb Chop's life tragically began
in a puppy mill in Clark County, Wisconsin, where she spent more than six
years, giving birth to multiple litters. Her puppies likely sold to pet stores all
over the country.

When she was rescued all her teeth had to be removed. She had numerous
ear surgeries due to polyps forming from untreated ear infections. She also
had mammary tumors and suffered a skin condition. She had little to no
veterinary care and the Washington County Humane Society had to use a significant portion of their
medical fund to care for her.

Since she was adopted in 2014, she has battled behavioral
issues. She feared people and was unsure how to interact with
other dogs. She also had extreme separation anxiety.

She also needed further surgeries including stereotactic radiation
to treat reoccurring tumors on her body due to genetics.
Reputable dog breeders understand the value and importance of breeding healthy dogs and will have
disease and genetic testing performed. Unfortunately, this was not the case with Lamb Chop.
●jfC'
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She has come a long way and is
now using her freedom to
educate the public about puppy
mills as a part of the Bailing Out
Benji team. Bailing Out Benji is a
nonprofit organization that works
to end puppy mills through
research, education, and
advocacy.

(exclusive)
PHOTOS /

♦ ^

Lamb Chop's story was recently featured in People Magazine in
October of 2020 as the World's Cutest Rescue Dog. Her story
resonates with many readers. It is hard for anyone to believe that
such a cute dog came from such a horrible industry. Hopefully,
Lamb Chop's story will be another step toward a better life for all
puppy mill dogs. She is an extremely brave and resilient dog,
given what she has gone through. She has an amazing joy for life!
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Deputy's Storv
Similar to the breeding dogs who may live their entire lives In a cage with
minimal standards of care, commercially bred puppies face their own
unique challenges.

Deputy
1** day in rescue

Mats that remain after
grooming session.

Deputy's image from the day he arrived in rescue provides a real-life
reminder of the of the need for improved standards of care under the
Animal Welfare Act(AWA). Governed by the USDA, the AWA
regulates the laws which govern dog
breeders.

●«
\

For Deputy, he was one of several dogs from
a Kansas puppy mill who didnt sell by the
age of 10-12 weeks. Deputy was surrendered
to rescue at the age of 8 months. At the time
of rescue. Deputy's coat hung like a dirty mop
while thick mats of fur hung from his legs.
Secondly, rescuers described Deputy as
fearful.

:^

When Deputy was adopted, he appeared
very shy and unsure of the human touch. As
Deputy's physical and emotional condition
confirmed,
there are no grooming or
Deputy with trainer
socialization requirements under the AWA.
These conditions are ideal breeding grounds for health and behavioral
issues that are passed on to the consumer.
-■ ■rryV
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DeputyPa«^
and the P«pp>’Mill Cause
by Peggy Race
is»

.k. MiUMm.

As is typical for any dog who doesn't
receive adequate socialization during the
critical socialization period of 8-12 weeks, they often end up with
behavioral issues. This has been true for Deputy. His noise and
motion related phobias will require lifelong management.
Additionally, Deputy requires daily immunotherapy and allergy
medications to provide relief from the allergic itch.
Deputy's background inspired his human mom to write a picture
book, titled Deputy Paws and the Puppy Mill Cause to help
educate children about puppy mills.
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Don't Buy The Lies

■ if

On May 3rd, 2019, Christin Schubert and Peggy Race traveled to
Iowa to attend a dog auction. During the trip, the founder of Bailing
Out Benji, took them past several different Iowa puppy mills. One of
those breeding operations resided in Barnes City, Iowa. At the time
of the drive-by, records showed that the breeding facility contained
more dogs than the entire population of the community.

The following day, May 4'*',
Christin and Peggy
attended the dog auction in
Knoxville Iowa. The auction
was a kennel dispersal in
which over 400 dogs were
Barnes city, Iowa breeding facility
auctioned off. Days later,
news reports began
surfacing that several of the dogs tested positive for canine
brucellosis- a reproductive disease that is transmittable to
humans.

Dog disease that can be passed to
people confirmed in Iowa

/till./
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Three weeks later, Christin and Peggy visited several different pet stores in Southeastern WI. As they
walked into the last pet store, they saw two large LED screens showing video
clips of the beautiful kennels in which the store sourced their dogs. They were
then escorted to a cubicle and Christin was handed a lethargic looking Cavipoo
puppy with a price tag of $3200. To offset Christinas concern about the price, the
pet store manager immediately provided information on financing options. The
options included an instore credit card with
high interest rates.

,Tu;o
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Pet Store Breeder Photos

In the meantime, Peggy asked for information
about the breeder. The manager promptly
brought out a thick binder filled with pages of
the various breeders, including some photos.
Peggy jotted down the name of the breeder and location of where the
Cavipoo puppy was born.
After arriving home, Christin and Peggy continued doing their homework.
Peggy referenced her photos and notes from the trip to Iowa and realized
the Cavipoo puppy came from the breeder in Barnes City, Iowa. Peggy
followed up with the store asking for a video clip of the breeder's facility.
The clerk stated that they did not have one but she assured Peggy that
she had personally visited the facility and it was just as beautiful as the
ones shown in their videos.

This is just one of the deceptive practices that exists in the pet store industry.
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Model Ordinance
WHEREAS, Most puppies and kittens sold in pet stores come from large-scale, commercial breeding facilities
where the health and welfare ofthe animals is disregarded in order to maximize profits(“puppy mills” and “kitten
mills,” respectively), According to The Humane Society of the United States, an estimated 10,000 puppy mills
produce more than 2 million puppies per year in the United States.
WHEREAS,The documented abuses endemic to puppy and kitten mills include over-breeding; inbreeding;
minimal veterinary care; lack of adequate food, water and shelter; lack of socialization, exercise and enrichment;
lack of sanitation.
WHEREAS,Pet store puppies are often sick and have behavioral problems because of the substandard conditions
they were likely bom into; they were taken from their mothers at a very young age; they were transported in tmeks
filled with other young puppies; they were placed in a pet store cage with or near other puppies who are often sick.
WHEREAS,Pet stores often mislead consumers as to where the puppies and kittens in the stores came from and
make false health and behavior guarantees. Many consumers end up paying hundreds or thousands of dollars in
veterinary bills and suffer the heartbreak of having their new pet suffer, and in some cases pass away.
WHEREAS,According to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, pet store puppies pose a health
risk to consumers, as over one hundred Americans have contracted an antibiotic-resistant Campylobacter
infection from contact with pet store puppies.
WHEREAS,Current federal and state regulations do not adequately address the animal welfare and consumer
protection problems that the sale of puppy and kitten mill dogs and cats in pet stores pose. Federal oversight ofthe
commercial breeding industry is severely lacking.
WHEREAS, Prohibiting pet stores from selling dogs and cats is likely to decrease the demand for puppies and
kittens bred in puppy and kitten mills and decrease the burden that pet store puppies and kittens that end up in
animal shelters place on local agencies and taxpayers.
WHEREAS,The huge majority of pet stores, both large chains and small,family-owned shops, are already in
compliance with the proposed ordinance as they already do not sell dogs and cats but rather profit from selling
products, offering services, and in some cases, collaborating with local animal shelters and rescues to host adoption
events.
WHEREAS,This ordinance will not affect a consumer’s ability to obtain a dog or cat of his or her choice from
an animal rescue, shelter, or breeder who sells directly to the public.
WHEREAS,The council believes it is in the best interest of(city), Wisconsin to adopt reasonable regulations to
reduce costs to (city), Wisconsin and its residents, protect citizens who may purchase cats or dogs from a pet
store, help prevent inhumane breeding conditions, promote community awareness of animal welfare, and foster a
more humane environment in (city).
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Section I. Definitions
Animal carefacility means an animal control center or animal shelter, maintained by or under contract with any
state, county, or municipality, whose mission and practice is, in whole,or significant part, the rescue and
placement of animals in permanent homes or rescue organizations.
Animal rescue organization means any not-for-profit organization which has tax-exempt status under Section
501(c)(3) of the United States Internal Revenue Code, whose mission and practice is, in whole or in significant
part, the rescue and placement of animals in permanent homes. This term does not include an entity that is a
breeder or broker or one that obtains animals from a breeder or broker for profit or compensation.
Breeder means a person that maintains a dog or cat for the purpose of breeding and selling their offspring.
Broker means a person that transfers a dog or cat from a breeder for resale by another person.
Cat means a member of the species of domestic cat, Felis catus.
Dog means a member of the species of domestic dog, Canis familiaris.
Pet store means a retail establishment where companion animals are sold, exchanged, bartered or offered for
sale as pet animals to the general public at retail. Such definition shall not include an animal care facility or
animal rescue organization, as defined.
Section 2. Restrictions on the Sale of Animals
No pet store shall sell, deliver, offer for sale, barter, auction, give away, or otherwise transfer or dispose of cats or
dogs. Nothing in this section shall prohibit pet stores from collaborating with animal care facilities or animal rescue
organizations to offer space for such entities to showcase adoptable dogs or cats provided the pet store shall not
have any ownership interest in the animals offered for adoption and shall not receive a fee for providing space for
the adoption of any of these animals.
Section 3. Penalty.
A pet store that violates this section shall be subject to a civil penalty of$500, and each dog or cat offered for sale in
violation of this section shall constitute a separate violation.
Section 4. Severability.
If any section, subsection, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of this Ordinance shall be declared invalid for
any reason whatsoever, such decision shall not affect the remaining portions of this Ordinance which shall
continue in full force and effect, and to this end the provisions of this Ordinance are hereby declared to be
severable.
Section 5. Effective Date.
This ordinance shall become effective 90 days after passage.
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